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Knox was probably more concerned with the
political consequences of the fanaticism of the
Reformers than with the destruction of Catholic
property. He realised that the Lords of the
Congregation were not whole-heartedly for the
new religion, and that they might hesitate to
throw in their lot with rebels. It was as he had
feared. Mary of Guise was clever enough to
represent the rioting as a threat to all established
authority. The nobles had in the past often
fought openly against the crown, but they had
always crushed rebellion organised by the common
people. It was a dangerous precedent to let the
lower orders think that they could fight against
their betters, and some of the nobles who had
sworn to sacrifice life and property in the cause of
the reformed religion ranged themselves against
the Protestants after the outbreak at Perth.
The regent declared that she would put the
town to fire and sword and exact a terrible
reckoning from the rioters, but she did not move
out from Stirling until two weeks later. Her
army was small, and she was unwilling to face the
Protestants until reinforcements had come up.
Knox and the Congregation had meanwhile tried
to appease the regent's wrath. They denied
that they were in rebellion against ihe regent;
all they wanted, they declared, was freedom to
worship according to the dictates of God ; and,
if that were granted, they would be the most